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I doubted much his being able to speak two
sentences of truth in any one of them from
sunrise to sunset. Notwithstanding, I was very
glad to engage his services : we soon got into
conversation in Italian; and after telling me
that he had visited all countries, and recounting
many adventures, he assured me that it was
not for the sake of money that he proposed to
accompany me, but solely with a view to my
convenience; and that ho was ready to set off at
a moment's notice, without specifying terms like
another man, but simply on an agreement that
he was to have five francs a-day? his board and
lodging, a horse for himself, and another for his
luggage, his expenses back from whatever place
I might leave him at, a buonamauo, and
my good opinion, as well as lasting friendship.
I told him that the terms suited me, that I
already considered him an oracle, as well as
a holy matt, and a man of the world; and that
I should take him with me to Delphi and Patens,
Visiting first the ruins on the Argolic plain.